Title: Next-Gen Packaging for Food
Abstract: The food industry has historically relied heavily on plastic packaging because of its advantages over fiber-based packaging, glass packaging and metal packaging. However, most plastic packaging is single-use, ultimately ending up in waterways and landfills1. Due to the impact of packaging on the environment, the environmental footprint of packaging is starting to play a key role in material selection for food packaging1. Tackling food waste is another urgent priority2. Part of this food waste problem has resulted from uninformed consumer decisions2,3. The food industry is currently phasing out single-use plastic packaging to embrace Next-Gen Packaging. The latter is designed to be fully circular while extending food shelf life, ensuring food safety and reducing waste. This talk will start with where we are today, followed by an overview and examples of the core pillars of Next-Gen Packaging: (1) packaging material innovation (e.g., circular packaging), (2) packaging technology innovation (e.g., active packaging and intelligent packaging), (3) regulatory compliance, (4) consumers, and (5) artificial intelligence.
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