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Talk title/summary:
Protecting Maternal, Infant, and Young Child Food and Nutrition Security and Child Development During Climate Change–Related Humanitarian Emergencies

Abstract:
Climate change–related events are increasingly creating humanitarian emergencies around the world. Women, infants, and young children (WIYC) are particularly vulnerable and are disproportionately affected by these crises, which are driven by increasingly severe hurricanes, floods, droughts, wildfires, and other extreme events. Such emergencies can have catastrophic public health consequences by disrupting access to nutritious food, safe water, and basic hygiene—often for prolonged periods. Food, nutrition, and water insecurity among WIYC can lead to significant short- and long-term consequences for both physical and mental health.
This presentation will cover:
a) the mechanisms through which climate change–related emergencies affect the food, nutrition, and water security of WIYC;
b) updated guidance on protecting the food and nutrition security of women and children; and
c) a framework outlining how countries and regions can better prepare to safeguard the wellbeing of WIYC during future climate-related humanitarian emergencies.


